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The Authorities Protect Their Image by Challenging Jesus




I will proceed to do a marvelous work among this people, even a marvelous work and a wonder; and the wisdom of their wise men will perish, and the understanding of their prudent men will be hidden – Isaiah 29:14




[Mark 11:27-33, Jerusalem, Tuesday] They came again to Jerusalem, and as he was walking in the temple, the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders came to him as he was teaching and preaching the Good News, and they began saying to him, “By what authority do you do these things? Or who gave you this authority to do these things?”

Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one question. Answer me, and I will tell you by what authority I do these things. The baptism of John—was it from heaven, or from men? Answer me.”
They reasoned with themselves, saying, “If we should say, ‘From heaven;’ he will say, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ If we should say, ‘From men’ we fear the multitude will stone us”—they feared the people, for all held John to really be a prophet. They answered Jesus, “We don’t know.”

Jesus said to them, “Neither do I tell you by what authority I do these things.”  [Matthew 21:23-27*, Luke 20:1-8] 
1.  Monday, authorities “couldn’t find what to do”; what do they do now?  Is it successful?  

2.  Who are your authorities? How do they challenge Jesus’ authority?  What will you do?

3.  Jesus, I’m afraid of people, challenge you and worry about what to say, not what is true…

The baptism of John—was it from heaven, or from men?








